ENGLAND  IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
Attacks
made on the
French West
Indies
and on
French
settlements
in Africa.
Hostilities
in India,
 meanwhile reduced Fort Niagara, whilst the heroic efforts
of Wolfe and Admiral Saunders led to the brilliant capture
of Quebec—the climax of this great year of victories. Finally,
in 1760, Montreal was taken.
Pitt extended his plan of attack to include attempts on
the French West Indian Islands. In 1759 the attack on
Martinique, which Pitt designed to capture as a pledge for
the restoration of Minorca, failed, but Guadeloupe was
taken. In 1761 Dominica was captured, and Martinique,
Grenada, and St. Lucia fell into British hands. The power
of the French in the West Indies was broken and their
prosperity destroyed. So important had the rich West
Indies seemed to Pitt that he had allotted twelve ships of
the line and twenty cruisers to his campaigns against them.1
In his fight against the commercial and maritime power
of France, Pitt did not fail to realise the value of French
settlements in West Africa, In 1758 the expedition which
he despatched reduced the French colony on the Senegal
River and then captured Goree; by this means the whole
of the French trade on the coast and in the interior fell into
English hands, and the English slave trade was secured.
In the Far East lay another field for Pitt's activities, for
in India the lucrative trade had become the stake in an
eagerly-contested conflict between the English and French
Companies. The disintegration of the Mogul Empire in the
eighteenth century gave great scope to the ambitious
schemings of European nations, and French intentions were
pushed forward rapidly, especially while Dupleix was
Governor of the French station of Pondicherry. A great
struggle ensued in the Carnatic as early as 1745, and in the
War of the Austrian Succession, Madras fell into the hands
of the French, only to be restored by the Peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle. Between 1748 and 1756, however, there was in
India little cessation of the unofficial hostility between the
English and the French; a disputed succession in the Car-
natic enabled Give to show his military genius at the siege
of Arcot. This open conflict in the Carnatic was still con-
tinuing when the Seven Years' War broke out, and events
1 Corbett, England in the Seven Years" War, vol. I,, p. 343.

